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PCAST Project
• The purpose of the project is to provide support in 

developing and implementing person centered practices for 
students with disabilities that promotes their successful 
education and transition from school to adult life.

• Funded by the New Jersey Department of Education, Office 
of Special Education. Funded through the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act-Part B.
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Person Centered Thinking and Planning

• Strength-based process that applies to all people

• Supports each person to find opportunities to share 
their gifts in the community

• Happens in the context of what is important to the 
person and his/her vision for the future

• Used world-wide in many places and fields
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• Includes formal planning and everyday support

• Utilizes accessible and collaborative processes 

• Incorporates facilitated methods of discovery

• Impacts organization and system level change

• Contains facilitated problem solving tools

• Supports effective team building methods

Person Centered Thinking and Planning
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• Achievement of post-school outcomes

• Participation in pre-IEP planning and IEP meetings

• Participation and collaboration of family members

• Ability to develop and implement effective support strategies

• Informed decisions for educational placement

• Skills of facilitators and other team members

• Person centeredness of IEP goals

• Awareness of possibilities

• Knowledge of the adult service system for students and families

• Accuracy of adult service system’s knowledge of the person

Person Centered Planning Increases:
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Person Centered Planning Helps Each Student:

• Find their voice and have it heard

• Understand what is needed to achieve progress/success

• Connect Important to and Important for

• Develop self-awareness, self-advocacy, self-determination, 

and self-direction skills over time

• Take ownership of their plans, lives, and future

• See themselves through others’ eyes

• Connect who they are with the future they envision
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Facilitated Group Planning
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Person Centered Planning in the Classroom
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Choice and Decision Making
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Person Centered IEP
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Person Centered PLAAFPs

In partnership with NJDOE Office of Special Education Policy and Procedure. Funded by IDEA -Part B   2018-2019

Person Centered PLAAFPs
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Adult Services Information
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Educator as Artist

“She who works with her 
hands is a laborer.  She 

who works with her hands 
and her head is a 

craftsman.  She who works 
with her hands and her 

head and her heart is an 
artist.”

~Louis Nizer 
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Questions about this presentation 
can be directed to: 

The PCAST project incorporates some person centered concepts, principles and materials developed by The Learning Community for Person Centered 

Practices (Jack Pearpoint, Marsha Forest and John O’Brien, Inclusion Press, and Beth Mount (www.bethmount.org).

For a schedule of training opportunities visit: 
http://rwjms.rutgers.edu/boggscenter/training/PCAST.html

Bob Haugh, Transition Coordinator
NJDOE Office of Special Education Programs
Robert.haugh@doe.nj.gov
Phone: 609 376-3736

http://www.bethmount.org/
http://rwjms.rutgers.edu/boggscenter/training/PCAST.html
mailto:Robert.haugh@doe.nj.gov

